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The accesion process to the European Union (“EU”) has officialy started in February 2000, after the Helsinki European Council from December 12, 1999 approved the recommandation regarding the start of negotiations with Romania, issued by the Commission to the EU member states on October 13, 1999. 

· Romania’s status regarding the approximation of the Community acquis, prior to the accession to the EU

In the context of Romania’s accession to the EU, the effort for the approximation of the Community acquis on the protection of the environment had one of the most difficult evolutions. According to the 1997 European Commission Opinion, Romania had to give higher priority to environmental issues, through the implementation of strategies and work programs, the allocation of related financial and other resources able to sustain Romania’s effort in this field, as well as through the increase of the related administrative capacity. 

This objective was reiterated in all European Commission Regular Reports on the progress registered by Romania for the accession, which analyses on one hand, the status of the Community acquis transposition into internal legislation, and on the other hand, the status of the implementation and applicability of said legislation. 

In the Regular Reports for 1998 – 2000, it was shown that Romania hardly advanced in its legal approximation efforts, being underlined that an overall environmental strategy was lacking. 

In the Regular Reports for 2000 – 2003, although considerable progress was ascertained with the transposition of Community acquis, the implementation of such was considered by the Commission as inefficient, mainly because of the failure to allocate the necessary financial and administrative resources to achieve such objective. 

In the Regular Report of 2004 the necessity to continue the implementation process of the Community acquis is underlined once more, including in respect to the performance of all relevant investments and the increase of administrative capacity at national, regional and local levels, as well as the coordination between the different administrative levels and their relation with other relevant authorities. 

The lack of a coordinated action in respect to environment protection lead to Romania’s delay in fulfilling its obligations, due to which the chapter of negotiations on environmental protection, opened in the first trimester of 2002, was amongst the last to be closed before the signing of the Accession Treaty on April 25, 2005. 

· Romania’s status after the accession to the EU

After the date Romania becomes a member of the EU, it shall have to uphold all obligations provided in the Community acquis for the member states in respect to environmental protection, in general, and, in the implemented directives, in particular. 

In particular, Romania shall have the obligation to submit periodic reports to the European institutions (especially, to the European Commission) regarding the implementation status of the main directives on environmental protection. 

In order to fulfil such reporting obligation in the format required by the European institutions, Romania, through its central and local public authorities, has to adapt its process for collecting and processing all necessary data.  

· Transition periods granted to Romania in the Accession Treaty Romania – EU, signed on April 25, 2005

As a rule, candidate states to the EU have the obligation to approximate all Community acquis by the accession date. However, the EU agreed to transitional measures in the fields that imply a considerable effort from the part of the candidate states, especially in respect to adapting the existing infrastructure or if considerable investments are required, for a long period of time. 

Like other candidate states, Romania asked for transition periods between three and fifteen years for ten directives and a regulation regarding environmental protection. These periods are provided in Annex VII to the Accession Treaty signed on April 25, 2005, structured by categories (air quality, waste management, water quality and industrial pollution and risk management). 

In addition, the leading environmental authority (the Ministry for Environmental Protection and Water Management) conceived a plan, formed of two phases, for the implementation of the main directives in the field of environmental protection. 

· The costs for the implementation of the Community acquis on environmental protection

The implementation plans for the main directives in this field give an estimate of the administrative, investment-related and operational costs required (the last two forming the costs for technical compliance), which costs shall be covered by the public authorities, legal and natural persons which fall under the scope of the legal provisions representing the approximation of European directives. 

The financial resources used to cover such costs, which are estimated at more that 25 billion Euro, will be obtained from state and local budgets (as a rule, for the administrative costs), public funds, pre-accession funds (ISPA), economic and social cohesion funds and private funds. 

